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q T H AT about two or three and twenty years ſince, was brought -» 


over from the Church of Erg/and to the Church of Rome , by One... | 
Mr. #ight a Prieſt , continuing ſome years under his care, till at ; 
length he the ſaid Mr. F»ighr, through infirmity of body, riot being able to 
|| Offticiate his Prieſtly FunRion, he delivered me to the care of one Francs &- 
vers A Jeſuit, who did not only take care to inſtruct me in matters relating} : 
4» to 4 future State , as to a future State, but in all things asfar as he could 1 
PF, temporal things. Likewiſe he the ſaid Hr. Evers laid an injun&ion upgr. 
\\. me to viſit him every day once, if / was at home : and ſo by ſuch means. 
we grew to ſuch an intimacy, that ſcarcely any thing that the one knew, 
but the other was privy toit. So that ſometimes as we were talking of at- 
fairs of State , and the Revolutions of Governments, we came to 4iſcourfe 
of our own. And he the ſaid Evers often hath told me, that it would not 
be long before we might expect good times,for the Duke of 7ork having de- 
clared himſelfto bea Roman Catholzck,had given a good aſſurance tothe Pope; 
beſides he was a Prince of that reſolution and worth , that ifever he made 
any ingagment, he would never revoke it, particularly in fo high a Con- 
cern as this, where his Soul lies at ſtake. So that never more hopes than 
A now of diſperſing the dark Clouds of Hereſie. He hath not only ingaged 
c himſelf ſolemnly to us for the Eſtabliſhing of Religion , but that he would 
| reſtore us to all our Church Lands, and other Priviledges taken from the 3 
Church formerly. And this I had not from Mr. Evers alone , but from ſe- © } 
veral private Gentlemen, beſides Prieſts. For my great intimacy with Mr.* . 
Ewv-rs did get me great acquaintance with moſt of the Gentry of our Re- 
ligion. So by that means I came with ſeveral of them to their private mect- 


ings , where it had been debated , what the Dake of 7ork's pleaſure was , 
; that as he had given them an aſſurance of his part, they ſhould not Te neg» 
+ ligent todo theirs. And that they ſhould be in all readineſs with all neceſ- 
; faries when the King ſhould dye, toafliſt the Duke againſt the Proteſtants 
For they muſt expe& ſome oppoſition from the Proteſtant Party : but | 
good care before hand might prevent a great deal of michief , and that i 
was thought fit that every Land-lord amongft his Tenants and Servants, 
ave ſome rwenty,ſome thirty , ſome fourty Catholicks ; and the Prieſts -to 
inſiru&t them , that they ſhould be ready at an hours warning, and this was _ © 
thecouwlſe reſolved upon. And that the ſaid Zvers told me,.thar there had ol 
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Þeen great care taken for an honeſt men to be confeſſor to the Duke 
of ork, and. they had found one a tricnd to the ſaid Evers who was a 
wotthy honeſt Gentleman, one Mr. Moumford, otherwiſe called Bedingfeld. 
He.was preſented to the Duke ſometimes before the Dutch Wars, and was 
with the Duke, being his Ghoſt'y Father, in the Puzch Wars on Shipboard. 
Kr. Evers hatlt ſhewed me Letters from him Dated from on Shipboard, 
commending the Duke, how good & zealous he was in the Rowan Catholick 
_ Religion: he thought him to be the hopefulleſt and zealouſeſt Prince in the 
whole Univerſe. 7 ſaw in one of thoſe Letters from on Shipboard to Mr. 
Evers , that he the ſaid Beddinr field had given thE Duke the blefled Hoſt 
twice, 1n- order for the Engaging himſelt with the Enemy. That in the 
year 1677. Mr. Evers and | being in diſcourſe , Mr. Evers told me, There 
. vere great fears and jealouſtes, that the King would outlive the Duke of 
Fork, and thenali our hopes were at an end. But to prevent that, he told 
me, that Cardinal Howard had ſent a Letter, thatthey had excomunicated 
the King as an Heretick, that he was depoſed from being Kang , and that 
any One that Killed him might merit by it. T hat he maintained a Damna- 
ble Heretical DoCrine; and ſo conſequently was an Enemy of Chriſt. At 
this time I had allithe Letters dire&ted:to me for the carrying on this Plor, 
which were for Mr. Evers, ſome of which I opened and read, which all 
tended to lay hold of this opportunity ; for if they mitled this Point , they 
muſt never -look to have the like again tor the Eftabliſhing of their Relt- 
gion. And about the month of July or Auguſt 1077; ſoon atter I was Ly 
Mr.. Evers admitcd into the ſecret of the Deſign tor the Romiih Govern- 
ment, there came one Carrington to 7ixall, whom the Jeſuits thereabouts 
wmpleyed as a Meſlenger of 'T ruſt in their Buſineſs. He brought a Letter to 
Mr- Evers trom Mr. Yavaſor, who was then at Wolverhampten or Boſcobell 
and meeting me inthe Hall, deſired me to give it to Mr. Evers which I pre- 
fently did. 'The Letter trom Mr. Yavaſor did incloſe in it ſeveral others , 
as one from John Grove in London, who ina part of the ſheet of Paper 
writ ſome News in ſhort ; but underneath his ſigning Mr. William 
Harcourt began a long account , how he lately had received the two en- 
cloſed Letters, one-of them from St. Omers, which was ſigned by #ſoxfort, 
Varner, and Peters, as I remember, and four more whoſe names I remem- 
| ber not at all. And tins Letter did refer to another Letter from Paris, 
to the three parties firft named., and the fame was ſigned from Par: by 
two names, Whereof I think: C/rford was one. This Letter -did contain 
the opinion and advice of thoſe at Paris, upon -a Letter which it ſeems 
had been firft writ trom-Zrg/and to St: Omers , and from St. Omers, tranſ- 
mitted to them. . 
The ſcope of, whica advice was. this that by all means-care-ſhon!d be tak- 
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' the preſent Lord 4/ox in the Parlourattzr Supper, his Lordhip having been * 


en not tolet any Arms appear, or ts appear in Arms ti!l after the death 
of the Xirg, becauſe they had fully conſidered, that when any ſudden Death 
ſhould betall the King,it might be eaſily laid to the Presbyterians, who had © * 
killed the late 79g, and were ſtill Enemies to the Xing an] Government 
Therefore they adviſed, thar all ways ſhould be taken togive out and poſſeſs 
the People beforehand, that the presbyterians were the only Enemues, fo 
that when the X7»z ſhould be killed, thoſe of the Church of E»g/aud would 
preſently be incenſed, and take up Arms to Revenge it, and rather crave the 
Aid of the Carholicks, than be atraid of them: And therefore it was fit they 
ſhould be in a Readineſs to make the firit Alarm, and give out, that all was 
done by the Presbyterians, and then by a little Afſiſtunce from-abread the 
Work would eaſily be compaſſed. This was the ſubſtance ofthe Letter from 
Paris: and they did further defire to have the ſame ſent into England, v 
the Opinion of thoſe of St. Omers upon it; and thoſe of St, Omers d 
their Letter much praife the Advice from Paris, adding nothing 6 
their own unto it, beſides Commendation , but paſſed unto other of ſmaller 
concerns, as that one Mr, Evers ſhould call to one Gerard of Lancaſhire, and 
Gerald of Hilderſon for filty pound duc for teaching of their Children or Re- 
lations there, and ſuch like things. | | I 

Maſter /Zartco:rt further added, that this Letter from Saint Omers Leing 
dire&ted untohim,he had Communicatcd it,as alſo that from Paris, unto Ma= 
{ter Bedding field,and Maſter Treland,and liſiewile to the T.ord Arzadel,Lord * 
Bellaſts,LordStaford,and fix or ſeven more whom 7 have forgot, by ak whom 
it was highly commended as good Advice, and that all thouwld endeavour 
upon any Differences in Parliament,or any other Diſorders, {till to give our * 
That it was thoſe Blood-ſucking, King-killing Preſbyterians,that were the 
Authors »of it. | 

That Maſter Evers did ſhew them the ſaid three Letters ſent from Maſter, 
Harcoart,and then ſoon atter,the fame day;fent them by the ſame Meſſenger 
Carrington, under a cover to Miſtreſs Heveningham at A/ton, to be ſhew* to = 
her Husband,& to Sir James Symonds their Son-in-Jaw,6 ro come bacs that * > 
night with the ſame Letters,as he did,tor that I did fee Evers ſhew tem to ©; 


abroad-before,and he- believes them to be the far.e Letrers he !i.d {fect 
the Morning:tor the Meflenger was then come back,avd rwo of = 5 1.2it-rs 
lay by on the Table,and the third they were reading by the irc 7197 

verily believe they were the ſame Hand*, an ' te lame Ler: be Bl 

ſenger was there detained all mgnt,ant awe Mien of = 12570. 
Order; and in the morning Mr. Zyers in no bet AnivES 1 
Vavaſor, bit "Ar. Evers kepr til rhe 1h Ki: | 244198 
did after + +rads hear Hr. fares nd Mr, C2: MACS . wYT 33M 4 
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.tor Mr: Evers ; th 


the ſaid Letters, andin Commendation of the ſaid Advice» and they named 
ſeveral Friends in their diſcourſe that were engaged at Paris,whom I remem- 
ter not. And Mr, Evers did tell me, that the Letters from St. Omers were 
brought by a particular Gentleman into Eng/and, and from London to Mr. 
Yavaſor by ſomeFriend, which I do'the rather believe,for that I took notice, 
there was no Poſt-mark upon the faid Letterto Mr. Yavaſor. 

That about February 1677 there-camea Letter to Mr. Evers, to acquaint 
him, trom a Friend of his in Parzs, that he had received a Letter irom Rowe, 
which did require the ſaid Mr. Evers, together with the faid Cotton's Com- 
pany in Loydor, with Mr. Gavans, Mr. Peters, and Mr. -Vawvaſor;and accor- 
dingly Mr, Fvers did come to London , and Mr. Peters, but whether 
the other two were there I know not. And when Mr. Evers came home, 
He told me, 21r. Ireland and Mr. Symonds would be inthe Country the latter 


| clig.of Fane,for conſidering the beſt way and means for carrying onthe great 


Work , as it was called. Andin Jaly 1678. I received a Letter from Mr. 
Evers,which came from Sir Joh# Warxers, to acquaint him that all the Arms 
were ready that were keſpoke, and wanted now nothing but their Orders 
how they ſhould be diſpoſed of. 

. In Augu/t following a meeting was appointed at the Lord 4/fon's Houſe 
at Tixall, where was preſent the Lord A4/ton himſelf, and my Lord Stafford 
Sir James Symonds, Mr. Dracoth, Mr. Heveningham, Mr. Symonds, Mr. Ire- 
land, Mr. Vavaſor, Mr. Gavany Mr. Peter, Mr. Fitter {ti Fitzherbert, and 
Mr. Manley, with ſeveral others; which meeting was for carrying on the 


. Flot, thedeath ofthe King, with ſeveral other things relating thereto. At 


thar timeit was agreed, that the ſaid Lord Afton and Sir FamesSymondsſhould 
go beyond the Seas in the teginning of Cfober, to diſpoſe ofthe Arms that 
were proviced, but the Plot breaking our, their journey was itopt. 

In September tollowing my Lord Srzafford ſent tor me ſeveral times into his 
lcdging Chamber at 7:xa!! where we had ſeveral private Conferences, a- 
mongſt which he to'd me, That Mr. Evers had commended meto him,that 
I was true and truſty to any thing that I undertcok, and that now was the 
time : That they ſtocd in nced of ſuch Men as 7 was: And that if I would 
I might make my ſelf happy ; And it I would te one that would undertake 
to Kill the KING , ke would give me 500 /. for a preſent ſupply ; which I 
taithtul'y promiſed I wou'd do : And he to!'d me I ſhould go up to L:ndou 
with lim in 2ober, and ſometimes I ſhould be at Stand3z, and ſometimes 


in London; And ſhould receive inſtructions from Mr. Harcourt, Mr. Ireland, 


and himfelt. Ard going to Mr. Ev:rs and acquainting him of it, he told 
me kexnew of it before. I muſt renew my Oath of Secrecy, which I did 
do; Ard thEtourreenth of © fober | received a Letter from Mr: ai court 
e contents of which was, This night Sir Edmondtury 
"* | " varre 
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Godfrey is diſpatcht. Sir, faid I to Mr: Evers, do you think that'this will? 
not deſtroy all our Deftgns? Sir faid T,'if it do not deſtroy itI will be hang'd * 
Not ſo, ſaid Evers, be not ſo paſſionate, not ſo, for he was a man that 
did uſe to puninſh Lewd and Debaucht-people ; And it will rather be catt 
on them, than any of us. | oo” OY 
Another time I being in company with Mr. Evers, I preſſed of him, to 
know the reaſon why they ſhould Kill Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 2 He told £; 
me, That the Duke of 7ork had fent a Meſlage to Coleman, atter hewas. 
raken, that he ſhould not Confeſs any thing : He returned the Dukean ag- 
{wer back, That it had keenhis misfortune, to declare all that he knew of 
the Matter to Sir Fdmondbary Godfrey ; and he heard the faid Sir Edwag- 
bury Godfrey would come in a witneſs againſt him, in regard he had beeniſs. 
diligent in taking Examinations: The Duke returned him Anſwer back a=. 
gain, That bid him be ſure hedid not Confeſs,and he ſhould not need to fear 
Sir EdmondburyGodfrey,and that there ſhould-be care taken, or to that pure | 
poſe. I ſaw a Letter from Mr. WWhitebread, direted to Mr. Evers, bur in-' 
clofed in Groves Letter to my felf, wherein was, that there was great hopes - 
now,thatthings witfgo on well, if there be diligent care taken in the Manages : 
ment of it, which can never be, if it be communicated to every idle fellow. 
Therefore be fure you do not truſt any but whom you have made tryal of : 
for if it ſhould te difcovered, we beth ruine our Deſign, and. all concerned: 
in it. For thoſe perſons which are for the People, no matter whether Gen-! 
tlemen or not , ſo they becunning,. —_— and trufty, which choice made! 
here I fear not: for there hath been eſpecial care taker tharno opportunity 
mighr be loſt; and'what perſons you think fit, let me haveyour Anfwer next* 
Week. Send to-BoſcobeL, and there will be a Meffenger tor bring them to- me. ® 
I need not fay much more to you, in regard you are fully acquainte> with * 
the buſineſs; and' how it is to be carried on by Mr. Ireland. I hope you put - 

the Gentlemen in mind, for the getting what- Mony you can: Pray ſend. 

me word by the next, how my Lady 1s. I think to be at St. Omers next 


Thoſe Gentlemen that Subſcribed for carrying on this deſign about us in 
Staffordſhire, were as followeth,( vzz. ) 


Sir James Symonds 1ubſcribed ... 6a 
Mr. Heveningham 2000 _ 
Mr. Dracot 2000 
Mr. Gerrard 500 
Mr. Howard. 2000 


And as Maſter Evers told me, my Lord Afton pai one thouſand pound . 
for cartying on this deſign to Mr. Bedingfield: and tha what was paid was 
returned towards the difh ring the Accounts of Arms, which were pro-....; 


| ($8) | 
; - Vided beyond the Seas, and every of the aſoreſaid Gentlemen was to. have 
a.ſhare, and Offices appointed. But in all our meetings it was never agreed, 
what their parts /kou'd be, and the Noted'it Gentlemen of all thoſe was ever 
<Skk..Fames Sywond:, Leing as they faid, a very aQive perſon, and one that 
would te lound a v. e 1 qualified perſon. But as far as I ever underſtood, their 
piaces were to be appointed here.in Loxdon, by ſorne of thoſe Great Ones 
=s- whom Ihave formerly mentioned; but there are ſeveral perſons names , 
_ befides rhoſe I have. named, in that ſame Liſt ; and there are other 
; #perſons that entred their Names beyond Seas, for this Note was only for 
_- Mr. Ezers private uſe. And to that end Mr. Eversand Mr. Cotton were ſent 
to. Saint Omers about two or three years ago, for the ſake of other Perſons 
Wich were very fearfull, and ſome orhers paid their money to Mr. Bedings 
fe? Mr. Ireland, Mr. Harcourt: And Mr. Evers hath teen appointed to 
—  recgve Acquittances for them; which Acquittances I have feen come in Mr. 
\>"Evers Letters, oneto Sir James Symonds at one time was for three hundred 
,-. pound, which -was noted in the' Acquittance for a Charitable Uſe, but it 
was for the carrying on of this Wicked Deſign, or Mr. Evers told menot 
true. Moſt of the perſons about Wootverhampten, Mr. Gavan took care to 
receive of, and diſcharge them. I ascked Mr. Peter how the reſt muſt be had, 
. for theſe Gentlemen when they were all together , would be buta few. He 
TY Anſwered me, I need not fear, there was care taken for that, and ſuch a care 
. » thatat one hours warning' they. would be ready. But as he ſaid, they had 
| formerly told, rhat none, except the Gentlemen, were ſo much as to tell one 
another, till the. very time, of: which I never enquired after that time but 
3 __ T perceived thata great Number were knowing, by their fear when I was 
|” taken. | 
2 FITY AR Stephen Dugdale. 
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